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Newsletter for Enstone Parishioners 
THE CHASE BENEFICE – MARCH 

Sunday 6 March 10am   Spelsbury  
Sunday 13 March 10am   Ascott    
Sunday 20 March 10am  Enstone  
Sunday 27 March 10am  Chadlington 
Sunday 3 April 10am  Spelsbury 

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, FISHERS LANE, CHARLBURY 
There will be no Mass in Enstone in March.  
The Parish Priest is Fr Tony Joyce, at Holy Trinity Rectory, London Rd, 
Chipping Norton OX7 5AX. holytrinityrcchippy@gmail.com 01608 642703 

All items for the April Ensign in by 2nd April (or sooner, if you have it 
ready) please, to Hillside (blue door opposite Artyard Cafe) or ring 677231 
for shorter items.  You can also email me at info@andreabates.co.uk 

THOUGHTS ON LENT 
Lent is a time to focus on the meaning for our life of our creating, redeeming, 
comforting God, and that includes reflecting on the excuses, the pass-the-
blame-games which we all play. Renouncing specific pleasures in Lent can be a 
useful reminder. But if what we give up ceases to be a symbol of our efforts to 
understand God, and becomes an end in itself, then we dumb Lent down. It 
becomes more about who’s keeping the rules, not a pointer to the good news of 
God’s love.    
We may use Lenten rules as symbols for thinking beyond, struggling to 
understand a fragment of the vastness of God’s love and 
potential and integrating that fragment into the way we live our lives, accepting 
that when we sin, it is by our choice, and we carry the responsibility. But to 
balance what is often a focus on the self during Lent we have the warnings in 
Deuteronomy to relate to all who follow Christ, whatever their origin and 
situation, for ‘the same Lord is Lord of all and generous to all who call on him,’ 
and ‘you shall celebrate God’s bounty with the aliens who reside among you.’ 

mailto:holytrinityrcchippy@gmail.com
mailto:info@andreabates.co.uk


What better guide is there for an inconspicuous life-enhancing Lent than 
Milton’s Paradise Found, in which ‘Jesus, unobserved, home to his mother’s 
house private returned.’ Especially if we, as he, go forth from there, hands and 
heart strengthened for service, out into the world.    

Revd Elizabeth Koepping 

THE PASSION 
The Passion will be performed in the Benefice on Good Friday (15th April) at 
1.30pm in St. Kenelm’s Church, Enstone. This will replace out normal Good 
Friday service. Tickets are free but booking is essential. 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS-FEBRUARY 
Planning Applications:- 
• 7 Cleveley Road, Enstone, 21/04076/FUL – Erection of two semi-
detached dwellings with associated parking and provision of new vehicular 
accesses to serve existing and new dwellings – No objection 
• Bumblee Cottage, Cleveley, 22/00195/HHD – Replacement of 
existing detached double garage and log store building with detached car port, 
home gym, garden store and home office above – No objection 
• The Nordibank, Lidstone, 21/03994/HHD – Replace thatch roof with 
Slates – No objection 
Decisions Received:- 
• Enstone Airfield North, Banbury Road, Enstone – Erection of a 
detached building to provide administration, welfare and storage facilities for 
aircraft maintenance business, flying school and resident pilots – Withdrawn 

WOULD YOU LIKE SPEED SIGNS TO BE REDUCED TO 20 MPH 
AROUND THE PARISH? ….. 
The Parish Council is calling an important meeting for Enstone Parish residents 
on Wednesday 16th March at 7.00 pm in Enstone School Hall to discuss traffic 
calming and the County Council’s 20’s Plenty Initiative.  The background to 
the meeting is that Oxfordshire County Council is keen to put in place 20 mph 
speed limits in rural communities, in locations where there is a clear need and 
where there is strong evidence of local support and engagement.  The County 
Council is making funding available towards the implementation of 20 mph 
speed restrictions in communities that can demonstrate such community 



engagement and where the need can be proved. So, at the meeting on 16th 
March, the Parish Council needs to take soundings from the community as to 
the need and willingness of residents to get involved.  Our County Councillor, 
Cllr. Geoff Saul, will be present at the meeting.  A plan can then be developed 
and a strong message conveyed to the County.   If you are concerned about 
traffic speeding in the village, if you would like to see 20 mph speed 
restrictions on some of our roads, please come to the meeting, get involved and 
show your support, 

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY:- 
Come and join us – Being a Parish Councillor is a varied and rewarding role 
helping support your community – it is a great team and we look forward to 
hearing from you.  If you are interested, please contact me by Friday 18th 
March.   Thank you …. 

LITTER PICKING CAMPAIGN:- 
Enstone Parish Council is arranging the spring campaign for the weekend of 
Saturday 19th March & Sunday 20th March.   Please contact me if you are able 
to help with this – thank you …. 

WASTE BIN COLLECTIONS …. 
There are a few areas within the parish where the waste bins have to be mixed, 
depending on whether a smaller lorry is required.  However, the District 
Council urges all residents to continue to separate their recycling materials. 

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE … 
The Parish Council is organising a meeting with Chairs of local organisations 
and societies to discuss how to celebrate this momentous occasion. 

Parish Website ….. 
The parish website is for information from all organisations within the parish 
so please let me know if you wish to have any information put onto the website 
(enstoneparish.org). 

Dates of next meetings:- 



• Wednesday 16th March 7.00 pm – Enstone School Hall re: 20s Plenty 
Campaign 

• Thursday 31st March 7.15 pm – Litchfield Room, Enstone Parish Hall 

Mrs Beth Sinclair, Enstone Parish Clerk, Briery Cottage, 9 Alexandra Square, 
Chipping Norton, OX7 5HL.Tel: 01608 641051:  Email:- 
enstoneparishclerk@gmail.com  

Website address for the Parish = enstoneparish.org  
Facebook Page = Enstone Parish 

CHRISTINA PARSONS 
The family of Christina Parsons, formally of Church Enstone and Fulwell, and 
late wife of David Parsons, are sad to announce that after a short illness 
Christina passed away peacefully at Southerndown Care Home on the 24th 
February. A service to celebrate her life will take place at Banbury 
Crematorium on Friday 18th March, at 1pm. Family flowers only please. 
Donations if desired may be sent c/o A L Sole and Son, Bidston Close, 
Choicehill Road, Over Norton, OX7 5PP. 

ENSTONE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 
The first half of the Spring Term has been productive, even if jolly cold.  We 
are certainly appreciating the small signs of spring that we are now beginning 
to see and have high hopes that the nice fresh air coming in our open windows 
won’t be quite so fresh once we get to March!  With life opening up again we 
have enjoyed lots of inter-school sport already this year.  We were delighted to 
win the partnership swimming gala in January and our boys’ teams both took 
first place in the very windy cross-country competition on 16th February.  In 
this same competition two of our runners – Caleb and Lorelei – also took silver 
medals in the individual rankings.  With second place certificates in the netball 
and ball skills tournaments, our pupils have certainly given us much to be 
proud of this term.  We may be the smallest school in the partnership, but that 
doesn’t hold us back! As we headed for the half term break, we were in the 
middle of our annual House Festival when Storm Eunice put a spanner in the 
works, forcing us to cancel our planned sharing assembly.  Undeterred, we 
have rescheduled this and are looking forward to sharing all the children’s hard 
work with their individual projects, as well as the team entries which include 
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songs and art installations.  It is wonderful to have so many of our extra-
curricular opportunities back, after two years of difficult times in school.  
Look out for an Eco Warriors special report in the next Ensign! 
Sarah Mann Headteacher 

ROBERT BRICKELL 
Robert Brickell, known to many as Bob, was well known internationally as a 
breeder and seller of Shire and Clydesdale horses, Hackneys, Welsh Cobs, and 
their cross-breeds. He was born in Fairford, Gloucestershire, the only boy in a 
family of seven children. He left school at 14 and began farming.  He married 
in 1967, and bought Drystone Hill Farm, Enstone, where Emma and Robert 
were both born. Bob’s wife Jacqueline died in 1976. Bob met Pauline in 1980, 
and they were together until his death.  
Bob was a horse-show judge and steward, and regularly won Champion at the 
Banbury fatstock show in the 1960s and 70s. He was a life member of the 
Hackney Horse, the Shire Horse, the Clydesdale Horse, the Suffolk, the 
Southern Counties Heavy Horse, the British Percheron, the Cotswold Cart 
Horse, and the Cleveland Bay Societies, and the Oxford Driving Club. He 
loved hunting, shooting, and fishing, and was an all-round countryman. Bob 
lived at Willow Farm, Witney, until trying early retirement in 1987, and 
moving to the Isle of Man for a time. He moved back to Willow Farm---back to 
his beloved farming, five years before his recent death at 83. 
His funeral was held at St. Kenelm’s Church, and was attended by a very large 
number of mourners. Bob’s coffin was brought from his Cleveley Farm to the 
church, and was then taken to Gagingwell Farm for burial, on a dray drawn by 
two beautiful black Shire horses.  
Bob is survived by his partner Pauline, and his two children, Emma and 
Robert. 



 

ENSTONE WI 
Our February meeting was our Resolution Meeting, we discussed the pros and 
cons of the WI 2022 shortlisted Resolutions. All the Resolutions provoked a 
lively debate, every member’s vote has gone forward to the national vote but 
by a narrow margin the subject of the resolution supported by Enstone was -
 Women and girls with ASD and ADHD under- identified, under-diagnosed, 
under-reported. Next month’s meeting is on Thursday 10th March when we 
celebrate our 101st Birthday. For more information about WI please contact 
 678136 

ENSTONE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Following our recent committee meeting we have drawn up the following plan 
for this year’s events. 
-23rd April - Spring Flower Show 
2-4pm Enstone Parish Hall. More details to follow in the April Ensign or on the 
parish website. 
-Possible guided tour of Batsford Arboretum - early April. An email regarding 
this will be sent to members and a post on the parish website. 
-28th May - Plant Sale 
-4th June - Cleveley Open Gardens 
-Annual garden competition during July ‘Productive vegetable garden’ 
-20th August - Enstone Show, Flower and produce show to be held at parish 
hall. 
-December - Wreath making - more details to follow. 



Manure - Andrew Hornung has kindly organised this and would be keen to hear 
of interest before his delivery. Please call 01608677374 to arrange collection in 
early March. £1 per bag up to 15/20kg (i.e. a large dog food bag) 
Please bring your own bags. 

STRENGTH AND BALANCE 
Strength and Balance exercise sessions run every Wednesday from 14.15 to 
15.15 at the Parish Hall. These sessions are led by a Postural Stability 
Instructor and are great to improve balance, strength, confidence and flexibility. 
Sessions are £5 pay as you go. If you are interested in joining, please contact 
Generation Games (part of Age UK Oxfordshire) 01235 849403 or e-mail 
generationgames@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

EVERYDAY WILD 
connect to the nature on your doorstep 

WHAT: A community event sharing local wildlife conservation initiatives and 
top tips for supporting the wildlife on your doorsteps. There will be stands and 
micro talks from local wildlife experts about hedgehogs, swifts, farmland birds 
and bee-friendly gardens including Hugh Warwick, author and spokesperson 
for the British Hedgehog Preservation Society. Book signing of Fledgling by 
local nature writer and event organiser, Hannah Bourne-Taylor. Family friendly 
and there’s a hedgehog cake competition so get baking and decorating! 
WHY: Because nature is for everyone, and nature needs everyone. 
WHEN: Sunday, 10th April 2-5pm, Enstone Village Hall, The Paddocks, 
Enstone, OX7 4AZ 

ENSTONE SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 
FACILITIES FOR HIRE GROUND AND CLUB 

ENSTONE SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 
New members welcome 

Barclays Premier League Live on Sky ,plus other sports too. 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: 01608 677823 



A SUMMER’S EVENING OF OPERA 
Lawrence Home Nursing Team is pleased to announce ‘A Summer’s 
Evening of Opera’ at Rectory Farmhouse, Church Enstone on Friday, 17th 
June 
by kind permission of Sally Coles and Andrew Hornung 

EVENTS COMING IN  2022:  
Bingo is back! - Sunday March 13th Prize bingo in aid of Enstone 
primary school and Enstone pre-school, doors open 5.30pm and eyes 
down at 6pm.  
Easter bingo- Sunday 10th April eyes down 6pm, then last Sunday of 
every month, first being May 29th. 
NEW DATE: Derek Bott darts now Saturday 19th March 7.30pm 
for 8pm Start.  
Aunt Sally competition - Saturday 30th April 8pm 
Six-a-side cricket - Saturday 11th June, entry forms will be out in 
April, maximum 8 teams, you can find out more from Richard Allen 
on Facebook or email richardallen507@btinternet.com  
George Chainey darts competition date tbc. 
Enstone Sports club Cricket 
Anyone interested in playing for the Enstone cricket team for a 
social game of cricket on a Sunday please contact:- Jonathan Watts 
on 07818697752 or email Jonathan.Watts61@gmail.com for details.  
Committee Meetings:   
 March 7th 7pm 
 April 11th 7pm 
There is a small meat draw every other Friday, first one in March is 
Friday 4th,then 18th etc…... 
Memberships: Adults £10, under 18's and Over 65's £5 
Will endeavour to update our Facebook page and let people know of any 
changes or new events.  
Thank you all for your support and be safe.
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Gardens open from 5pm | Music from 7pm until 10.30pm | Tickets £30 per 
head* | Children under 16 go free 
*Welcome drink on arrival kindly provided by the Zurich Community Trust 
A magical evening of opera, performed by world-class singers and a mini 
orchestra in the beautiful gardens at Rectory Farmhouse in aid of the Lawrence 
Home Nursing Team. Follow four characters’ journeys through a kaleidoscope 
of arias, duets, and ensembles in this entertaining evening of opera and 
musicals, performed by professional singers and chamber musicians. 
Music by Handel, Mozart, the great bel canto Italian opera composers, and 
Rodgers & Hammerstein, plus some surprises and unusual gems from 
Beethoven’s Fidelio to the sheer pizzazz of the final number from Verdi’s 
Falstaff and the caustic wit of Sondheim’s lyrics. 
The gardens will be open from 5 pm for you to find the perfect spot, explore 
the gardens and set up your picnic. We will provide some chairs but guests are 
encouraged to bring their own rugs or deck chairs.  In case of inclement 
weather, the Opera Evening will go ahead in St Kenelm’s Church, Church 
Enstone. 
The performance will commence at 7 pm with an hour’s interval. 
Email: fundraiser@lawrencehomenursing.org or tel: 07990 882233 for 
tickets and further information. Free parking on Little Tew Road, Church 
Enstone. Joining instructions to follow.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
   March  10 W.I. meeting 

16 Parish Council meeting 7pm School Hall 
19-20 Litter picking 
31 Parish Council meeting 7.15 Parish Hall 

   April   2 FINAL DATE FOR COPY 
10 Everyday Wild event 2-5pm Parish Hall


